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  CHRISTMAS CLOSURE 2025 

Gympie Landcare will be closed from Friday 19th December 2025 (our last 

day of trade will be Thursday 18th December).   

We will be reopening Tuesday 6th January 2026.  

We wish you all safe and happy holidays from our family to yours.  
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  HAPPY SUMMER EVERYONE!  IT SEEMS TO HAVE ARRIVED SOMEWHAT EARLY 

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter.  

Firstly, some GLDG staffing updates just so you know who the team is:  

I would like to introduce you to the new Management Committee members who were elected at our last AGM: 

• President – Petra Van Beek 

• Secretary – Nicole Harper 

• Treasurer – Lynne Wilbraham 

• Committee members – Sandi Cohen and Dan Carpenter 

We also have two new General Managers who are job sharing the role: 

• Alex van Beek (past MC President)  

• Marty McArthur (also our E&C Manager) 

Backing up Marty in his E&C Manager role are two of his experienced E&C Supervisors, who now also have 

2IC E&C Manager duties: Eden Tonks and Erin Cadogan. 

In our Nursery we have two area leads: heading up Nursery Production is Jera Gilbert-Hall, and heading up 

Nursery Sales is James Billing. 

Running our SQW Cert I traineeship program is Elle Hall. 

Last but not least, keeping the business running smoothly in the office area are Charmaine Richards and 

Robyn Wyllie. 

This leadership team is ably supported by our dedicated and passionate staff and volunteers, and collectively 

we have been making great strides in improving our facilities (see Alex’s article on pages 3 and 4), as well as 

our services to our members and the residents of Gympie region. 

On other fronts, we are delighted to have resumed our community education program, starting with a series 

of workshops across the region on Bush Regeneration and Backyard Biodiversity. 

The recently held Gympie and Cooloola Coast based workshops had great attendance and feedback was very 

positive. Attendees not only gained knowledge and experience but also made new friends       .  We will be 

running more workshops in other parts of the Gympie region in 2026, so please keep an eye on our FB page 

and/or website. 

These workshops were made possible via a grant from the Gympie Regional Council, who we thank for their 

ongoing support and willing partnership in our various endeavours. 

As we move towards the end of 2025 (already, right?!!) we are gearing up for a hot summer and hope for some 

(but not too much!) rain soon. 

We hope to see you soon in our nursery. Don’t forget to come and collect your free rates trees if you haven’t 

already done so        

Yours sincerely 

Petra 

President, Gympie Landcare 

Presidents Message 
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  TOWARDS A GREENER TOMORROW 

Making Gympie Landcare a sustainable enterprise for a greener future 

Hi everyone!  

We’ve been working hard behind the scenes this year to make Gympie 

Landcare stronger, greener, and more sustainable — and we’re excited to 

share some of the progress with our members. 

Powering up with Solar  

Our new solar array is now up and running! Installed through our project “Championing climate action and 

sustainability: Walking the Gympie Landcare talk”, this system was proudly funded by the Queensland 

Government’s Community Sustainability Action Grants Round 7 – Community Climate Action program. It’s 

expected to generate around 13,200 kWh of renewable energy each year, avoiding roughly 11.2 tonnes of 

COϜ emissions annually! 

Nursery and Site Improvements 

We’re also delighted to share that thanks to funding from the Gympie Regional Council’s Community Grants 

Program 2024/2025, we’ve been able to complete much-needed repairs to our driveway, enhance site 

security with cameras and lights, and complete various electrical safety upgrades — all helping to make our 

site safer, more efficient, and more welcoming for staff, volunteers, and visitors. 

With thanks to Kim from Libellule Creations (who also creates our wonderful social media posts) our plant 

signage is being improved. Signs will include photos and more detailed information, making it easier for 

customers to choose the right local native plants.  Meanwhile, improvements to our propagation area will 

boost production capacity and help us grow even more healthy native plants for the E&C crews’ various 

revegetation and habitat restoration projects. 

And thanks to an RACQ Foundation grant, we’re also making Gympie Landcare a more comfortable place to 

work, with the purchase of a water fountain, various fans and other pieces of equipment to help everybody 

stay cool in the summer heat. 

wThese improvements will be ongoing for a 

while yet and will strengthen Gympie 

Landcare for the future — helping us continue 

to support our members and our community. 

We’d love for you to drop by, have a look 

around, and see the positive changes taking 

shape.    

Wishing all our members a wonderful 

Christmas!  Stay safe and stay cool. 

Alexandra van Beek 

Co-General Manager 
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Landcare Driveway  

Upgrades 2025 

Prior to Landcare’s  

Driveway Upgrades 
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  TRAINEES BRING NEW LIFE TO LANDCARE 

Our SQW Cert I Conservation & Ecosystem 

Management trainees rolled up their sleeves to 

create 4 beautiful garden beds in the Retail 

sales section.  

The project was a true team effort, from digging 

the soil, to shovelling gravel, and shaping and 

planting a variety of natives.  

The result?  

A stunning showcase of how native plants can 

be used in landscaping and gardening.  

The trainees took great pride to transform this 

space to educate and inspire the community 

and we at Gympie Landcare look forward to 

welcoming our visitors. 

 

 

 

  

Marty and Elle with our Trainee’s – enjoying 

a field trip in Messmate Park, Cooloola 
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  NURSERY ELEMENT 

Great News!  We have worm juice available in the retail shop.  

In the spirit of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, we would love it if our wonderful customers 

could bring a refillable container such as a milk or juice bottle.  We will have some 

old milk bottles when available. 

Donations of old clean milk bottles would also be greatly appreciated.  

Secondly, we are now restocked with Garden Mate and Native Blend fertilizers. 

New to Earthlife products?  

Native Blend – A 100% natural plant food containing plant available silica, minerals, trace 

elements, organic matter, and garden friendly microbes.  Contaminant free with no 

manures, blood and bone or synthetic fertilizer.  

What it does:  Improves soils and promotes healthier native plants that establish faster, 

require less water and are more able to withstand adverse conditions.  Helps plants resist 

pests and diseases and improve flowering.  Encourages earthworm activity. 

Garden Mate – Is a 100% natural Garden Soil and Plant conditioner containing over 60 

mineral elements, including rare earths and plant available silica, natural rock phosphate 

and over 30 beneficial microbe and fungi species.  

What it does:  It rapidly breaks the hydrophobic crust allowing water penetration while also 

improving water holding capacity.  Replaces gypsum, lime and dolomite.  Restores 

essential elements, life and energy. 

Feel free to give us a call with any questions. 

  VALLEY BEES GROUP 

Pollination Powers the Planet! 

Wanting to learn more about bees, start your own hive, learn about food for pollinators, and find a network?  

1st Saturday of every month – Gympie Landcare.  Starts at 9am 

350 Old Maryborough Road, Gympie.  Park your car at the office on Groves Road and enter through the side gate.  

Please wear light coloured clothing, closed shoes, a hat and a veil if you have one. 

Please bring a plate of food to share at morning tea.  

3rd Saturday of every month – Honeybee Wellness Resort  

20 Hasthorpe Road, Kandanga.  Starts at 9am 
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  LANDING SOON IN THE NURSERY  

We are halfway through the planting season and production is in full swing producing plants for both the E&C 

(Environment and ecological management team) projects and our Retail Nursery.  

Something new that we have been focusing on this season is a 

production plan, specifically for retail.  

Our focus in the past has always been taller trees and plants but the 

gympie region is largely suburban so it is important to cater to those 

with smaller house blocks.  

This means that early next year we will have some of our favourite 

plants such as Leptospermum scoparium (Manuka Tea Tree), 

Cymbopogon ambiguous (Native Lemon Grass) and a fan favourite 

Acacia podalariifolia (Silver Dollar Wattle).   

Something else to keep an eye out for these school holidays are lily 

pillies and other edible fruiting trees.  They flower through spring and 

fruit around Christmas, which means that we will be busy collecting 

seed ready to propagate when we get back into it next year.   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sannantha virgata (Heath myrtle) 

Acacia podalyriifolia (Silver Dollar Wattle) 
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  EXCITING NEWS FOR OUR MEMBERS! 

A new Containers for Change refund point is now open in north Gympie, run by local NFP community 

organisation Jobmatch Employment, trading as Gympie Green Solutions.  

The facility will provide the 10 cent refunds for all eligible containers as per the Qld Containers for Change 

(COEX) refund program, either in cash or into your bank account.  See below diagram for current eligible 

containers. 

The location is 6 Bonnick Road, 2.5km away from GDLG, and the initial opening hours will be Monday to 

Saturday between 8am and 4pm. 

It will be run as a Not-for-profit social enterprise, assisting local job seekers into work, helping the environment 

by reducing litter and landfill, and putting profits back into the Gympie community supporting local community 

groups. 

The facility will offer a full concierge service, where you drive in and stay in the comfort of your car while a staff 

member takes your containers from your car, counts them, and then brings you the cash or deposits the funds 

into your bank account if you have a Member ID number. 

https://www.containersforchange.com.au/qld/how-it-works?. 

Alternatively, if you're in a hurry and you have a Member ID number, then just drop your bags in the Drop Off 

area and keep going with your busy day, with full confidence that your containers will be counted and the funds 

deposited into your bank account. 

Commercial customers will also be catered for, with bins provided at their locations which will be collected 

when they're full.  The full 10 cent refund will apply even with the pick-up service. 

To register with COEX as a commercial customer with Gympie Green Solutions please contact 

info@gympiegreensolutions.org.au and they will guide you through the process. 

It's that easy!! 

However, if you would still like to donate your containers to GDLG then we have a bin at our nursery where you 

can drop your bags, and there will be no need to put a Member ID number on the bags.  The bin will be for 

GDLG collections only and we thank you in advance for your support of our organisation       

 

https://www.containersforchange.com.au/qld/how-it-works
mailto:info@gympiegreensolutions.org.au
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