
Gympi e & District Landcare Newsletter  February   2017 

 

 

1 

 

 

From the President  

Whether we boil the billy 
before discussing the 
weather has become a 
dangerous and 
sometimes unwelcome 
concept in the light of 
ambient temperatures ï 
back to the 100s (°F) of 
my childhood.  Since the 
mid-eighties rain has 
tended to fall more and 
more in the cooler 
months.  The four-year 
drought continues and many dams are dry or near 
dry despite being in the middle of the wet season!  
Even  Jenny sometimes wishes the heat would 
end.   

We have just started our 10-week ñschoolò aimed 
at people moving on to the land for the.  Jenny is 
pleased that her efforts have resulted in a full 
house of 28 people enrolling, with participants from 
as far away as Maryborough and Blackbutt.  Past 
participants have ñravedò about the knowledge 
gained and at least one couple is back for more!   

The nursery is looking superb, bulging at the 
seams with stock.  Unfortunately, our four-year 
drought continues and the cost of water is 
becoming a burden.  Our two new tanks have 
arrived and will be installed in due course hopefully 
before the cyclone blows them away!  We need to 
collect more seed of drought-tolerant species 
especially dry rainforest types. Seed donations are 
always welcome.  Contracting work proceeds 
apace and we are assisting the MRCCC with koala 
corridor plantings despite the drought whose 
effects we are confident of mastering during 
establishment.   

It is worthwhile to mention a few things relevant to 
grazing.  ñParra Trooperò is a recent release to 
control Giant Parramatta Grass (GPG) with full 
ñorganicò credentials and host specificity: spores of 

Nigrospora oryzae, a fungus that causes crown-
rot.  It does not have the restrictions placed on 
stock management that the chemical, ñTaskforceò 
has, but regrettably does not attack GRT at 
present.  GPG does occur around here but is 
usually not as competitive as in the Northern 
Rivers.  Another selection of Katambora Rhodes 
grass for the 600 ï 1 200 mm rainfall belt is being 
used for erosion control since it produces more 
runners quickly than the other varieties and is 
even more salt-tolerant.  Perhaps councils should 
consider using this instead of signal grass which 
can cause ñBig-headò in stock.  

 Wildlife carers have raised their concerns over 
fencing types and care of old wire removals.  We 
have long supported the use of at least the top 
strand of fences being of plain wire (As in the old 
days when barbed wire interfered with horse-
ploughing) but with the rise in alternate stock 
grazing e.g. sheep, goats and alpacas, wildlife is 
being caught in some types of mesh fences, so it 
would pay to check which types present the least 
danger for your wildlife and, of course, old wire is a 
danger to stock and humans alike.   

Action on the elusive leaf-tying moth has not yet 
taken off and I suspect the drought may interfere 
further with insect behaviour.  We may be able to 
visit the Boompa outbreak in a planned bus trip to 
Bundaberg.  We thank HQ Plantations for the 
donation of equipment excess to their 
requirements; the controlled environment cabinet, 
in particular, should prove invaluable in research 
activities.  I attended the GRCôs Pest Advisory 
Forum a few weeks ago and learnt of a new 
species of deer present towards Kilkivan. It is most 
prudent that this population be eliminated as soon 
as possible to avoid serious environmental 
damage in future.  Iôm slated to attend the military 
environment consultation soon; they have an 
excellent environmental officer with a detailed 
awareness of how to achieve good outcomes.  We 
still consider that some potential and actual weedy 
species be declared locally and that more action 
should be taken to remove weedy species near 
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areas of high conservation value.   

Sadly we bid farewell to Geoff Fowkes who has 
shifted to Brisbane: thankyou Geoff for all the 
hours you put in and for your regular lunch time 
treats.  Thanks also to Robert Campbell Wilson, 
who, due to changing circumstances, has had to 
reduce his assistance to the nursery. The grounds 
are not so fine without his careful attention. Due to 
changing circumstances Bev Kapernick has had to 
step back from the Saturday nursery roster ï at 
least for the next little while - so there is a gap to 
be filled if you can assist us one Saturday every 
month. 

Sympathy is extended to Peter Pickin on the 
passing of Susie, a most knowledgeable collector 
of wallum plant seeds. Susieôs expertise will be 
sorely missed by Cooloola Coastcare and City 
Farm Nursery. There will be a celebration of her 
life on Saturday 25

th
 February at the Tin Can Bay 

Yacht Club. 

Lastly, it is the season! Once Jenny has organised 
the financial audit an Annual General Meeting 
must be held. We are hopeful that all will be in 
place for the AGM to be held on Saturday 25

th
 

March. As required by the Groupôs Constitution all 
positions on the Management Committee will be 
declared vacant at the AGM and there will be an 
election of a Committee for the coming year. 
Assisting on the Committee is a great way to 
support your Landcare group and learn about all 
the activities we are involved in. Talk to one of the 
staff or current committee members to learn more 
about what their role entails. We are particularly 
keen to have a couple more ex-officio Committee 
members to bring greater diversity to the 
discussions about the Groupôs role and future. 

 

While helping in the  nursery last Saturday I was 
intrigued by the mini-vacuum cleaner the bee 
keepers use to remove undesirable beetles from 
their hives, 

Ernie Rider 

 

INDIAN MYNA TRAPPING  

Have you seen Indian Myna birds at your place? 

Have you thought about trapping them? 

Gympie & District Landcare has a small number of 
traps and call birds available for loan to people 
wanting to help trap Indian Myna birds. These 
traps are not to be used for other bird species. 

Trapping works well if a ñcall birdò is used to call 
other birds in the vicinity into the cage. But it does 
require someone being on site early morning or 
early evening to check on birds in the cage. 

Contact Jenny or Tony for more information 

 

Joe Grant caught these 2 Indian Mynaôs in 24 hours out 
Pie Creek way. 

Parks and Wildlife Rangers out Rainbow Beach 
way have also been trapping. But things can go 
wrong and the birds have their own thoughts. At 
one location there were 2 traps, each with a caller 
bird, quite some distance apart. One bird escaped 
and flew to join its friend in the second cage. 

Caught birds can be brought into Landcare to be 
euthanased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Messmate Park, Kia Ora  

The yearôs first working bee at Messmate Park  was 
last Saturday. Conditions were too dry for our normal 
weed control and plant tending in the open messmate 
forest. So we moved into the normally shady riparian 
forest along the creek searching for young cats claw 
plants and ochna on the forest floor.  

Conditions were so dry that the rainforest plants and 
majestic trees along the creek have been shedding 

leaves, allowing increased light that encourages 
opportunistic weeds like Cats Claw. 

Come and join us for the next working bee on 

Saturday 18
th

 March .  
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Parthenium  Information Day , Kilkivan  

Gympie Regional Council hosted a Parthenium 
Information Day at Kilkivan on Saturday 5

th
 

November. The day brought home how quickly  
Parthenium progresses from germination to setting 
seed, with a window of only a few weeks to control 
that initial infestation. 

Parthenium is a weed of National Significance. It 
colonises weak pastures with sparse groundcover, 
disturbed bare areas along roadsides and heavily 
stocked areas around yards and water point. It 
reduces pasture production and affects animal 
health. Parthenium is also a human health 
problem. Ten percent of people having contact 
with the plant or pollen have serious allergic 
reactions.  Allergic reactions are not always 
experienced with the first contact with Parthenium 
but can develop after multiple exposures. 
Landholders are advised to never touch the plant  

 

Revegetation & weed control activities  

Rick, Carl & Reece have been working several 
days a week on replanting and weed control 
activities around the Gympie Region. 

A Healthy Habitats grant from BMRG has enabled 
Cats Claw Creeper, Madeira Vine and Lantana 
control along Amamoor Creek Road. Similar work 
has been  undertaken for Council on sections of 
Noosa Road and Rammutt Road, and for MRCCC 
on several Goomboorian properties. 

In the second half of 2016 thousands over 6,000 
young plants were established at Webb Park 
(Widgee), Perseverance Gully, and for MRCCC 
revegetation projects from Sexton to 
Goomboorian. 

The prevailing drought conditions and intense sun 
over recent months is starting to take a toll. But the 
team still reports a good success rate.  

Their efforts in spite of the heat have been really 
appreciated. Hopefully rain will fall soon and 
revitalise the planting sites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Six month old plantings at The Palms. Members who 

came on our October outings visited this site. 

Deep and heavy watering at the time of planting using a 
water spear helped get these plants established. 

 

 

Letõs  FREE a TREE 
 

Clean up Cedar Grove, Cut Cats Claw,  

Plant a seedling, Enjoy Amamoor State Forest 
 

 Sunday 5 March, Cedar Grove, 
Amamoor Creek Road  

 7.30 - 8.30 am   Morning bird walk with Kelvin & 
Amelia Nielsen 

8.00 - 11.00 am   Working Bee 

10.30 - 11.30 am  Nature walk with Marc Russell 

11.00 onwards     Share a PICNIC in the PARK (a 
plate to share would be great) 

Meet: At the Landcare sign at Cedar Grove 

When  : Come for an hour or spend the day  

ACDC licensed supervisors. 

Bring short handled loppers or secateurs. Gloves 
may be useful. Enclosed shoes while working 
please 

Further information:  Gympie & District Landcare 
Group, 5483 8866  (Wed to Fri)  OR  
admin@gympielandcare.org.au 

 

       

mailto:admin@gympielandcare.org.au
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Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 25th March 

Gympie & District Landcare Groupôs 2017 Annual 
General Meeting will be at 9.30 am, Sat  25 March.   

The AGM has 3 agenda items and lasts about 1 
hour 

1. Receipt of the Presidentôs report and the 
audited financial report on the affairs of the 
Group. 

2. Election of a Management Committee for the 
next 12 months.  

3. General business.  

Written notice of any formal business including 
nomination of life members or changes to 
Constitution must be circulated to members at 
least 14 days prior to the meeting. Please give 
Jenny notice of any formal agenda items by 7th  
March to allow for their circulation to members. 

The meeting will be followed by a bush tucker 
demonstration/morning tea with Matt Golinski. 

Election of the  Management Committee  

At the AGM all office bearers and members of the 
management committee retire, but can be 
nominated for re-election. There are benefits in a 
strong & diverse committee and members are 
encouraged to nominate as general members or 
office bearers.  

The committee meets once a month to oversee the 
Groupôs activity and give guidance to staff, with 
routine administration and book keeping 
undertaken by staff and volunteers. To find out 
more talk to one of the current members of the 
Management Committee e: Ernie Rider, David 
Rowlands, Gloria Robertson and Kevin Jackson. 

Please consider assisting on the Management 
Committee. It is a great way to become more 
involved in the diverse activities of our Group  
and to support our staff and volunteers . 

If there is insufficient interest in election to the 
Management Committee the Group is legally 
required to close. With the success of nursery, 
insect rearing programme and education activities, 
to close the Group would be a great shame. 

Strengthening the M anagement Committee  

All incorporated organisations are required to have 
an elected Management Committee. 

During 2016 the Management Committee 
discussed a range of possibilities to strengthen the 
groupôs Management Committee and Constitution.  

It has been challenging to find a member willing to 
take on the role of Secretary: even though most 
work is undertaken by staff. Rule 11.3 of the 
Groupôs Constitution allows for the Management 
Committee to appoint a Secretary. In Groups 

where this occurs the Secretary duties are often 
undertaken by a staff member. An appointed 
Secretary does not have voting rights and is 
appointed and removed by the Management 
Committee. 

If no nomination for Secretary is received it is 
proposed the Group moves to an appointed 
Secretary. 

The Management Committee also discussed 
moving from election of office bearers to election 
of  6 Management Committee members. To 
achieve both continuity and renewal one 
suggestion was to elect 3 Management Committee 
members each year for overlapping 2 year terms. 
The elected committee members would in turn 
select a President, Vice President and Treasurer 
at their first meeting. Such a change is not 
straightforward. It requires  

(a) a formal motion to amend the Constitution  at 
a general meeting; followed by 

(b) application to the Office of Fair Trading to 
approve the change. 

A formal motion to initiate these changes will be 
discussed at the AGM. 

Roles of the Management Committee  

President:   The President presides at meetings of 
the Management Committee; is a signatory on 
group documents, correspondence and accounts; 
and represents the group in the broader 
community. 

Vice President :  Assists the President and acts as 
President when the President is absent. 

Hon Secretary: Receives and signs formal 
correspondence and legal documents on behalf of 
the group; brings correspondence to the attention 
of the management committee or staff; and is a 
signatory on group accounts. Routine 
correspondence and enquiries are addressed by 
Jenny and volunteers. 

Minutes Secretary:   Records minutes at GROUP 
meetings and makes them available to members. 
Helps issue meeting notices and agendas.   

Hon Treasurer: Oversees the Groupôs financial 
records & management of the groupôs financial 
resources. Is a signatory to accounts and 
authorises financial transactions. All invoicing, 
payments and record keeping is undertaken by the 
book-keeper. 

Publicity Officer : Help to promote the Group and 
its activities within the local community through the 
media and other opportunities such as events and 
displays. 

Honorary Newsletter Editor (or editors): 
Oversees preparation of the Groupôs bimonthly 
newsletter liaises with contributors and formats the 
newsletter 

Education Officer:  Assist and advise the group 
on education programmes. 
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The Constitution also provides for general 
members without an official role. 

Written nominations for all positions to be lodged 
with Jenny by Wednesday 8

th
 March.  

The list of candidates and the Groupôs financial 
statements will be available at Landcare and 
circulated by email two weekôs prior to the 

AGM.  

Nomination & proxy forms for the AGM are 
attached at the end of the newsletter  

 

 

Rick Sizer talking about koala habitat trees. 

 

David Rowlands helps Annie Longmore to select her 
ñKoalaò trees at last Fridayôs meeting. 

 

Widgee Koala Action Group formed  

On 26
th
 January around 50 Widgee residents and 

concerned locals met at the Widgee Community 
Centre to discuss the issues affecting local wildlife 
and koalas in particular.  The outcome of the 
meeting has led to several residents forming a 
Koala action Group in Widgee. Interested parties 
can obtain further information by contacting Kath 
OôDonnell on 5484 0089 or 0411 635 459.  People 
in other areas with concerns can obtain further 
details by emailing koalas@mrccc.org.au . 

Koalas in the Gympie Region ARE in crisis with 
new housing developments and land clearing fast 
eroding their natural habitat and access to Koala 
corridors. Floods, bushfires, drought, land clearing, 
feral animals (eg: wild dogs), even speeding 
drivers have caused the loss of around 53% of 
Queenslandôs Koala population over the last 
several years; itôs time to look at maintaining and 
helping increase their numbers.   

Koala surveys have shown Widgee is one of 
several core koala habitat areas in the Gympie 
Region. 

Being creatures of habit, Koalas follow established 
corridors, revisiting favourite trees and habitat as 
they traverse the countryside.  Rick Sizer has been 
working on revegetation projects in the Gympie 
region for over twelve years and explained the 
need to maintain and restore existing habitats, 
reconnecting corridors that have broken down or 
been lost due to clearing and/or development.  
Landcare consider it imperative to identify local 
species favoured by local koalas and use these to 
replace trees that have been removed, damaged 
or destroyed.  Planting koala favoured trees will 
encourage and maintain Koalas in our areas.   

For Widgee, this means planting more Blue Gums, 
Narrow Leaf Red Iron Bark, Grey Iron Bark, Gum 
Top Box and Queensland Peppermint gum trees.  
Mixed planting is best for healthy trees but more 
information can be sought from Gympie Landcare.   

As most Koala habitat in Widgee is on private 
properties, landowners have a great impact on the 
species continued presence and wellbeing.  State 
government, in cooperation with Gympie Regional 
Council, is working on a map to establish where 
they are, how they are and what can be done to 
retain and increase numbers.  

Linlie
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Saturday morning nursery roster  

On Saturday mornings the Landcare nursery is 
attended by members and volunteers. If you would 
like to help please speak with Tony James. Our 
helpers enjoy the time talking to customers and 
learning about the native plants available in the 
nursery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 18
th
 February Bev 

 25
th
 February Coral  

  4
th
 March David  

 11
th
 March Ernie  

 18
th
 March ??? 

 25
th
 March Suzanne 

 1
st
 April Tony  

  8
th
 April Coral  

 15
th
 April CLOSED ï EASTER 

SATURDAY 

 
�x Stall volunteers: Landcare will have a stall at 
the ñConnecting the Communityò event at the 
Show Grounds on Saturday 25

th
 February. We 

are looking for 6 members who could volunteer 
for a  2½ hour shift. Contact Jenny or Ari if you 
can assist 

�x Join the working bee  at Cedar Grove, Amamoor 
National Park on 5

th
 March. Come for an hour or 

spend the whole morning. 

�x Small Cardboard Boxes  for packing nursery 
sales. Wine cartons are an ideal size so if 
drinking a little red or white please let us recycle 
the boxes. 

�x Landcare is working with Gympie Council to host 
a ñWeeds Updateò morning, Saturday 1

st
 April in 

Kilkivan. If you could help on the day with 
registration of morning tea please contact Jenny. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

�x  

 

 

 


