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Raffle Fundraiser – Winner Announced 
 
Congratulations to Mandy Danko who was the lucky winner of 
our $100 Nursery Voucher.  
 
We would like to thank everybody purchased a raffle ticket and 
supported Our organisation. 

 

Messmate Park Bushcare News & Next Meeting 
 
The Messmate Park Bushcare Group is a group of like-minded volunteers who enjoy caring for 
one of our local natural environments – the Messmate Park. 
 
The weather has been ideal for chipping weeds. Jenny, Dave and Peter did a really great job at 
tackling Hamill grass on the northern edge of the park. This area is looking well maintained with 
trees planted some years ago now providing shelter for smaller tree seedlings and grasses. 
 
Another couple of weeds to be aware of are Siratro and Glycine. These two vines grow very well 

and quickly cover disturbed areas. Newly planted 
trees in our koala corridor have been smothered – 
Meg is making sure weeding around these plants is 
maintained. 
 
We would love to see some new faces come along 
and admire our great park! 
Join us on Saturday 15th August at 8:30am for an 
enjoyable morning – just follow Tin Can Bay Road, 
before turning onto Priddy Rd – the park is on 
Tinana Creek. Please bring a chair, hat, water bottle 
and sunscreen. 
For more information, please contact Sandra Lalor 
on 0412 137 187 

 

New Volunteers Welcome 
 
If you would like to volunteer with our organisation 
you can now register to attend our next Volunteer 
Induction Day, which is being held on Friday 4th 
September 2020 at 9am. 
 
To register, please phone our office on 07 5483 
8866.  
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Free Beekeeping Sessions Resumed  
 
The Valley Bees group hold free beekeeping sessions 
at Gympie Landcare on the first Saturday of every 
month. Come along, enjoy the fun and learn how to 
work with bees on your own property. 

The next Bee Keeping session will be held on Saturday 
1st August 2020 at 9am. 

Due to social distancing requirement, participant 
numbers are limited and therefore bookings are 
essential. 

Unfortunately morning tea will no longer supplied, so 
please bring your own along. Please also bring a suit if you have one – the club can provide veils. 

To make a booking please contact the Valley Bees group directly on 0479 131 208. 

 

2020 Valley Bees Open Day – Postponed 
to 2021 

On behalf of our club, I would like to confirm that due 
to restrictions placed on the club to hold an event 
that falls under Category 2 of the Industry 
Framework for COVID Safe Events Queensland, the 
Valley Bees Open Day for 2020 has now been 
officially cancelled. 

The number of volunteers required for the 
organisation on the day and the fact that most 

volunteers fall within the high risk category under COVID 19, the members have decided that the 
event could not proceed this year. 

Valley Bees have booked the Gympie Show Pavilion for their next Bee Open Day on Saturday 
September 4, 2021! 

Erin Mason, Chairperson - Valley Bees Community 

 

Nursery Special – Grevillea Robusta 

A fast growing, evergreen oak, this tree can vary a 
great deal in height. 

With patterned dark-grey bark, feature fern shaped 
leaves and stunning golden-orange flowers. 

Used widely in gardens as a feature tree, however is 
also very useful to control erosion around stream and 
river banks, and to reclaim old pasture land. 

The Silky Oak is one of the most popular ornamental native trees in Australia, and are widely 
grown as shade-trees and for their ability to adapt. 

The wood is strong and rot-resistant as well as having a high fire resistance. 

Tubestock special: Buy 1, get 1 Free! (Standard price per 1 tubestock is $2.90 each) 
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A Great Start to the 2020 Blockie’s Course 

After lengthy delays and much re-scheduling due to Covid-
19, our 2020 Blockie’s Landcaring Course has finally 
begun! 

So far our group has learnt all about soil health and 
regenerating their soils, with much-loved presenters Jason 
Virtue and Melanie Marx. This session covered many 
aspects of soil health, including how we can use animals in 
regeneration as well as natural landscape rehydration 
methods. 

 

Our next session involved a trip out to Monjela Farm at Kilkivan, to visit 
local experienced cattle grazier Dan Carney. With the impending 
forecast of rain, the weather played along and held off just enough so 
that everybody could explore Dan’s property and learn about his grazing 
methods. Dan has many years experience with grazing and stock 
management and the team at Gympie Landcare must say a big thank 
you for hosting us for the day. 

Our most recent trip was out to Kilkivan 
Community Farm where we met Shane Joyce and 
learnt all about Biodynamics. From plants used to 
make compost preparations, combinations of all 
the preparations in one product, application 
methods and timing of applications, Shane has 
surely busted many of the paradigms in 
Biodynamics. Biodynamics has been a catalyst for 
Shane to move even more into working with 
energetics in farm and garden management and 

the participants all had a fantastic day at this session. 

We still have quite a few sessions to go, including Rural Fire Property 
Reduction, Insects and Pollinators, Invasive Species, Wildlife Corridors & 
Habitats and Permaculture Property Design. Stay tuned for more updates 
from these upcoming sessions! 
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Going Wild with Junior Landcare  

In Junior Landcare we are currently learning about our local natural 
environments, along with our local wildlife. 

Last week saw Miss Allee from Reptiles 2 U  come along and visit us 
so that we could learn all about our local snakes and lizards! Allee 
brought along her Stimson Python, a Desert Monitor, Blue Tongued 
Lizard and a very beautiful olive python. 

Did you know that when in sunlight, the olive python’s skin has a 
rainbow-coloured shimmer, and this is where the “Rainbow Serpent’s” 
name originates from! WOW! 

We learnt some really amazing facts about the snakes that we can find in the Gympie Region, 
including: 

 What type of snakes are most commonly found in our region 

 How to identify different snakes by counting the scales on their skins 

 The difference in the shape of a snake’s pupil for non-venomous snakes to those of 
venomous snakes 

 What to do if we come across a snake when out and about. 

We also learnt some basic Snake Bite First Aid 
skills, however it was stressed to the children 
that the two most important things to do are to 
REMAIN CALM and CALL 000 immediately. 

You should also never attempt to clean or 
wash a snake bite site, as this could wash 
away excess venom left on the skin, making it 
harder for doctors to determine the exact 
species of snake that you have been bitten by.  

 

Junior Landcare: The Three R’s 

We have now officially resumed our Junior Landcare 
sessions on Thursday afternoons, and the last 
couple of weeks has seen us learning all about “The 
Three R’s” – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 
The wonderful Miss Elli from Cleanaway joined us to 
teach us all about what we can and can’t recycle in 
our yellow household recycling bins. 
Elli taught us a lot about rubbish and recycling, and 
even busted a few common recycling myths for us! 
 
 
Another thing we learnt is that Australia is the 
second-highest producer of waste of all the countries in the world and therefore it is extremely 
important that we take action now to reduce our waste and re-use as much as we can. 
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Can you guess what the highest waste-producing country in the world is? (The answer can 

be found below) 🙂 

 
We then followed on from this lesson by making some “re-used artwork” 
tile mosaic garden pots! The purpose of this was to show the children 
first-hand how we can create something new and unique from a piece of 
rubbish that would have otherwise ended up in landfill. 
The amazing Elaine and her team from Bunnings Warehouse Gympie 
kindly provided us with some terracotta pots to decorate, as well as the 
glue and grout that we needed. 
Megan and the team from Cooloola Tile Company, and Katrina from 
Crescent Discount Tiles also kindly donated a whopping amount of old 
and broken tile pieces for us to use for this activity. 
 
The answer to the question above is…… the United States of America. 

 
 

Permaculture Veggie Gardens & Compost Systems Workshop – 19th 
September 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Permaculture is a set of design principles centered on whole systems thinking, simulating, or 
directly utilizing the patterns and resilient features observed in natural ecosystems. It uses these 
principles in a growing number of fields from regenerative agriculture to your backyard organic 
vegetable garden. 

In this course you will learn the basic principles and practices that guide Permaculture Design. 
There are many factors that affect the productivity of our vegetable gardens including the sun, 
wind and rain.Localised climates and temperatures can also have a significant impact on the 
success of a vegetable garden. 

Learn how to effectively read the landscape and incorporate the forces of nature to work with your 
garden, rather than against it. 

How do we efficiently design a vegetable garden? Why do we build soil? What is the easiest way 
to create a garden with little effort? How and where should I position my garden beds? These are 
all the type of questions that will be answered during this workshop. 

We will also look at how to set up your own backyard composting system as well as where this 
should be positioned. We will look at what you can and can’t put in your compost, and how to 
maintain your compost so that it is as healthy as it can be. 

About Your presenter: Aaron Mears  

Aaron Mears is a director of The Living Classroom Project and manager of 
Lulu’s Perch Permaculture Farm. 

He has grown food with Geoff Lawton in the Jordanian desert, with Shipibo 
natives in the Amazon and Peruvian locals in the Andes Mountains and 
has gained much experience. Aaron aims to spread his knowledge far and 
wide through his classes, online videos and consultancies. 

Aaron has also played a large part in successfully guiding our Junior 
Landcare children in creating their very own amazing vegetable garden 
here at our Landcare office. 
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Session Time: Saturday 19th September 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm; AND 

Morning tea and lunch will be provided. 

Location: Gympie & District Landcare Conference Room – 5 Groves Rd, Araluen QLD 4570 

Prices: $50 – Members / $80 – Non Members 

“Birds In Our Lives” Ornithology Workshop – 17th 
October 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Birds have influenced man’s culture, religious  beliefs, & daily life 
since the earliest of times. “Birds in our Lives” will take a look at a 
birds’ role in our Environment. 

Through this special presentation, we aim to provide an insight into 
this and other Avian aspects such as the effects European 
settlement has had on our Birds. While some species have adapted 
quite well to such settlement, others have not fared so well. 

We will also look at an outline of the various local bird groups, 
their identification, and how to “Bird watch”, a pastime that has 
proven to be very relaxing. 

Last of all, and more importantly for us and our future generations, 
attracting birds to properties, for often overlooked is the pleasure 
& soothing aspect of actually having birds as companions in our 
daily lives. 

 

About Your Presenter: Cooloola Nature – Kelvin & Amelia Nielsen  

Cooloola Nature is a “Not for Profit” Entity operating in the Field of 
Environmental Education. 

Kelvin was a founding member of the Gympie & District Field Naturalist 
Club in 1968. He assisted in the compilation of the original Australian 
Bird Atlas & later updates, and compiled the original Gympie City Bird 
List in association with Gympie & District Field Naturalists. 

With his wife Amelia, Kelvin formed Cooloola Nature in 1999 from a lifelong 
interest in Nature and the Environment, and a desire to use their experience 
gained with the collation of data for various organisations and private 
landowners in undertaking Environmental Education activities for youth and 
the general public. 

Kelvin and Amelia have assisted with the establishment of the original Tin Can 
Bay Foreshore Bird Walk and are dedicated to the promotion of Avi-tourism as 
a sustainable sector of Eco-tourism. 

Cooloola Nature also conduct Fauna Surveys for nature research, Department 
of Natural Resources, Forestry and National Parks Authorities as well as Landcare groups and 
rural landholders. 



They also provide a range of environmental education including through environmental festivals 
and rural shows, libraries, field days and their own nature talk series on a local radio station! 

Session Time: Saturday 17th October 2020,  9.00am – 4.00pm. 

Location: Gympie & District Landcare Group Conference Room – 5 Groves Rd, Araluen QLD 4570 

Prices: $50 – Members / $80 – Non Members 

 

Library Books Available for Loan to Members 
 
Did you know that we have a comprehensive range of library books that 
are available for loan?  
 
Members of Gympie & District Landcare Group Inc. have full access to 
our library, so come in and enjoy a few hours in our library or take a 
book on loan for 2 weeks. 
(maximum of 3 books at any given time). 
 
Please note that our library is located in the Nursery Retail Area. 
Our full list of available library books and a copy of our Library Lending 
Policy can be found on our website.  

 
Fundraising for Gympie Landcare – Drakes Key Tags 
 

Did you know that when you shop at Drakes in the old “IGA complex” 
and show them one of our Gympie & District Landcare Group key tags, 
1% of your total bill is donated towards our organisation?  
 

By using your tag every time, you shop, you’re actually fundraising for our organisation! 
 

If you do not have a Drakes key tag currently, please contact our office on (07)5483 8866 or email 
admin-assistant@gympielandcare.org.au and we will provide one for you to pick up from our 
office. 

 
Conference Room Now Available for Hire 

The Community and Gympie Landcare members are 
welcome to hire our Conference Room facility. Our 
meeting room includes air-conditioning, tables, chairs, a 
projector, screen, whiteboard and kitchen facilities. The 
venue can seat 30 people configured in cinema style. 

Occasional use – from 1st July 2020 

1 Hour (minimum 2 hours) – $25.00 

Half day (4 hours) – $55.00 

Full day (8 hours) – $95.00 

Costs for regular use of our venue by clubs or groups will be determined on request. Please 
contact our office on (07) 5483 8866 to obtain a copy of our Terms & Conditions, as well as a 
Booking Form.  



 
Find Us on Facebook! 
 

Here at Gympie & District Landcare Group Incorporated, we recognise that social media is 
becoming one of the most effective sources of communication and a fantastic way to get our name 
out there and increase our exposure! 
Not only is it a means for communication, but it creates an additional platform to keep our 
community aware of upcoming events and provides further opportunity to provide the community 
with helpful tips in relation to land care. 
 

We would love to see our Facebook follower base increase and encourage all of our members to 
“follow us” on Facebook. 
If you have a Facebook account, go to our Facebook page and hit the “like” button to follow our 
posts. 
 

Don’t forget to like and share our posts on our page to assist us in gaining 
further exposure in our local area! 
 

Our Containers for Change Drop-Off Depot is Now Open 

  

Did you know that by returning your containers at the Gympie 
Landcare Nursery, our organisation receives a 1.5 cent donation for 
EVERY container that you return – and this doesn’t even come off 
your refund! 

We use these funds to support our Junior Landcare Program, aimed 
at inspiring and educating young people in the Gympie region to 
practice sustainable regenerative land management practices and 
environmental sustainability. 

How Does It Work?  

Bring in your recycled containers and pop them into the designated 
purple bins. All funds from the containers in the bins are donated to Gympie Landcare.   

If you would like to claim your own change for the containers, you must use and fill your own multi-
use plastic bag, before printing and sticking your label on the front and placing in the cage-bin 
provided. 

Please note: We do not give cash for container exchanges as we are an ‘Express Depot’. Return-
It Queensland will deposit all funds directly to the bank account that you have nominated upon 
creating your Containers for Change account. For all enquiries relating directly to containers or 
refund amounts, please contact Return-It directly on (07) 3390 1377. 

Labels are sourced from the ‘Return It’ kiosk – we have instructions available if you need any 
help.  

If you would like to donate the funds from your entire bag of containers to Gympie 
Landcare, all you need to do is provide our code for the sticker: C10161523 

Did you know that when you donate your container funds to our organisation, we receive a total of 
11.5 cents per eligible container! 

For more information on the Containers for Change scheme, please visit 
www.containersforchange.com.au  

 

OPENING HOURS:   

Wednesday – Friday: 8.30am – 3.30pm / Saturdays 9:00am to 1:00pm / Closed Public Holidays  
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