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Raffle Fundraiser – Dates Extended 
 
Gympie & District Landcare Group Inc. will be giving 
away a $100 Nursery Voucher to the lucky winner of 
this raffle! 
 
This raffle is designed to assist us in raising funds so 
that we can purchase and install an Honour Board at 
our premises, to honour the dedicated Life Members of 
Landcare as well as the organisation’s Presidents. 
 
Tickets only cost $2 each, OR 3 tickets for $5! 
Tickets can be purchased online, over the phone or in person at our office or nursery facility. 
Raffle tickets will be available for sale up until 31st July 2020. 
 
Winner will be drawn at 10:00am on 4th August 2020 at our Gympie Landcare Nursery. Our lucky 
winner will be notified by telephone. Good luck! 
 

New Dates for Management Committee Meetings 
 

We would like to advise our members that our monthly 
Management Committee Meetings have now been re-
scheduled. 
All meetings will now take place on the third Tuesday of 
each month, at 9:00am. 
Management Committee meetings are held in our Gympie 
Landcare Conference Room, located at 5 Groves Road, 
Araluen, QLD 4570 
Members are always welcome to attend our Management 
Committee Meetings, however we do recommend that 
members remain at home whilst Covid-19 restrictions are 

still in place, in the interests of their own health and safety. 
Please be advised that the Minutes of all Meetings will be included in our next monthly newsletter, 
as per usual. 
Due to current social distancing requirements, requiring us to allow an area of 2 square metres per 
person, our conference room also currently has limited capacity. 
If you would like to attend the Management Committee Meeting, please RSVP to 
admin@gympielandcare.org.au or phone our office on (07) 5483 8866. 
 

 
 

 



Messmate Park Bushcare News & Next Meeting 
 
The Messmate Park Bushcare Group is a group of like-minded volunteers who 
enjoy caring for one of our local natural environments – the Messmate Park. 
We would love to see some new faces come along and admire our great park! 
Join us on Saturday 18th July at 8:30am for an enjoyable morning – just follow Tin 
Can Bay Road, before turning onto Priddy Rd – the park is on Tinana Creek. 
Please bring a chair, hat, water bottle and sunscreen. 
For more information, please contact Sandra Lalor on 0412 137 187 

 
 

Free Beekeeping Sessions Resumed – Bookings Now Essential  
 
The Valley Bees group hold free beekeeping sessions 
at Gympie Landcare on the first Saturday of every 
month. Come along, enjoy the fun and learn how to 
work with bees on your own property. 

The next Bee Keeping session will be held on Saturday 
1st August 2020 at 9am. 

Due to social distancing requirement, participant 
numbers are limited and therefore bookings are 
essential. 

Unfortunately morning tea will no longer supplied, so 
please bring your own along. Please also bring a suit if you have one – the club can provide veils. 

To make a booking please contact the Valley Bees group directly on 0479 131 208. 

 

Nursery Special – Backhousia myrtifolia 

Backhousia myrtifolia (Grey Myrtle) 

This is a small rainforest tree species which grows in 
subtropical rainforests of Eastern Australia. It is also 
great for attracting bees! 

This native tree, with cream flowers and cinnamon 
scented leaves, is ideal for feature planting, street 
trees, privacy hedges, native and wildlife gardens. A 
suitable alternative to Lilly Pillies. 

Grows to only 3 metres so it is also ideal for smaller 
gardens. 

Buy 4 and get the 5th free! 

 

New Volunteers Welcome 

If you would like to volunteer with our organisation you 
can now register to attend our next Volunteer 
Induction Day, which is being held on Friday 7th 
August 2020 at 9am. 
 
To register, please phone our office on 07 5483 8866.  
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Junior Landcare News – Who knew nature was such a wonderful art resource! 

After many months of staying at home and practising safe social 
distancing, our Junior Landcare Superheroes were very excited 
to attend our Nature Art Day! It was great to finally be able to get 

together as a group in a lovely outdoor natural bush setting. 

The group was given the use of a 
lovely private property at Kybong, 
and we must say a special thank 
you to Dr Jayne Clapton & Bob 

Harriman for hosting us! 

We began the day with Sandra 
Ross from the Gympie Regional 

Gallery who taught us all about 
how to create an artist book using 
leaves! The children were then 
tasked with scouring the property 
to find the perfect leaves which 

they used for their masterpieces. 

I think everybody’s favourite part of 
the day was the sausage sizzle 
lunch, before our afternoon 
consisted of some nature-themed 
rock painting and the children had 
so much fun for this part of the session. Our lovely rock-painting-
extraordinaire volunteer, Renee, brought along some example rocks 
that she had painted, in order to give the children some ideas and 
inspiration. 

Overall it was a fantastic day had by all, even though we only had a relatively small group. We 
can’t wait to see the children again next week when our regular sessions resume on Thursday 
16th July 2020! 

Congratulations to our Junior Landcare Competition Winners 

Recently we ran a photo competition for our Junior 
Landcare Superheroes where the children were tasked 
with creating a “Landcare-inspired” project of their 
choice before submitting one photograph of their 
project for judging. 
We ran this competition through Facebook and allowed 
members of the public to vote for their favourite picture, 
over a period of one week. 
The result was extremely close, with only a handful of 
votes between first and second place and I am pleased 
to be able to announce our winners! 
 
First Place – Ryan and his home-made fertiliser 
factory 
 

Ryan has won himself a $100 Bunnings Gift Card, 
kindly donated by Bunnings Gympie. 
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Second Place – Bradon and his wonderful handmade 
insect hotel 
 

 
Third Place – 
Banjoe and his 
container garden 
dedicated to his 
dog Snowy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It was really fantastic to see these children and their projects receiving a huge amount of support 
from our community and I must also say thank you to everybody who placed a vote and assisted 
in encouraging these children to continue practising their new Landcare skills. 

Reforestation Methods Workshop – 18th July 2020, 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Join us on a trip to Benworth Farm at Anderleigh,  to discover where 
PFSQ have established farm forestry plantings with local species for 
both timber production and for environmental outcomes. 

This project combines commercial and 
non-commercial species in strategic 
plantings associated with riparian areas 

and on land that was not suited to Macadamia nut production. 

This workshop will cover the following three important aspects of 
reforestation, at an entry level: 

 Planning a reforestation project – including: 
 appropriate species selection with a focus on local regional ecosystems 
 optimising the success and the environmental outcomes of reforestation by taking 

broader landscape features and attributes into consideration (i.e. drainage 
characteristics, linkages with remnant vegetation, fire management, soil changes) 

 understanding and mitigating risks to successful reforestation (drought, flood, soil 
compaction, browsing, lack of maintenance) 

 Design and layout of reforestation projects – 
 practical design solutions for easy and safe maintenance 
 planting density 
 species layout 
 access for maintenance and fire management 

 Site preparation and establishment methods – 
 Operational timelines 
 Weed control 
 Cultivation techniques 
 Planting methods 
 Maintenance 
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About Your presenters: Private Forestry Service Queensland Inc.  

Private Forestry Service Queensland Inc. (PFSQ) is a not-for-profit, 
community group implementing professional forest establishment and 
management work across Queensland, from our home base in Gympie. 

Amongst a broad range of forestry work, PFSQ have successfully 
established and maintained revegetation and koala offset projects for the 
Sunshine Coast Regional Council, Healthy Land and Water, Cherish the 
Environment Foundation, Subdivisions (QLD) Pty Ltd., Ergon Energy and 
SEQ Water. 

The group consists of 6 qualified professional foresters, an administration team and a skilled field 
crew. 

PFSQ’s forest management system is certified to the Australian Standard for Sustainable Forest 
Management (AS 4708-2013), an internationally endorsed standard (PEFC) managed under the 
Responsible Wood Certification Scheme. AS 4708-2013 defines nine criteria and forty 
requirements relating to the quality assurance, environmental, economic, social and cultural 
values that must be considered throughout all forms of forest establishment and management. 

Please be advised that unfortunately there are no toilet facilities available for use at this property. 

Session Time: Saturday 18th July 2020,  9.00am – 1.00pm.  Bus leaves Gympie Landcare at 8:00  

Morning tea will be provided. 

Location:  Benworth Farm, Anderleigh – return bus travel to and from the Gympie Landcare Office 
is included in your booking. 

Prices: $50 – Members / $80 – Non Members 

Introduction to Forest Gardening Workshop (2 
Day Course) – 1st & 2nd August 2020, 9:00am 
– 4:00pm 

Come along and join us for this weekend workshop where 
you will immerse yourself in the world of creating and 
maintaining a Forest Garden. You will gain knowledge on 
the establishment, as well as the ongoing maintenance of 
a successful orchard ecosystem. We will demystify the 
necessary art everybody should know about the workings of their Forest Garden, as well as 
design, soil biology, and health management. 

This is a 2-day introduction to the concept and techniques of forest gardening, involving theory 
and practice from visioning to harvesting. 

The 2-day course will cover: 

 Benefits of forest gardening; 
 Ecological principles; 
 Site selection and design; 
 Integration of permaculture principles and design process; 
 Architecture; 
 Succession; 
 The Underground Economy; 
 Species selection; and 



 Site preparation, establishment and maintenance; harvesting. 
  

Edible forest gardening is the art and science of putting plants together in woodland-like patterns 
that forge mutually beneficial relationships, creating a garden ecosystem that is more than the sum 
of its parts. You can grow fruits, nuts, vegetables, herbs, mushrooms, other useful plants, and 
animals in a way that mimics natural ecosystems. You can create a beautiful, diverse, high-yield 
garden. If designed with care and deep understanding of ecosystem function, you can also design 
a garden that is largely self-maintaining. 

About Your Presenter: Michael Wardle 

My name  is Michael and I began my permaculture journey 
about 25 years ago when I picked up a copy of Permaculture 
One and the Introduction to Permaculture by Bill Mollison. 

I have applied the design principles and ethics of 
permaculture to my personal life and am now enjoying the 
wonderful opportunities of being able to apply them to my 
workplace and my community. 

I enjoy learning about the many different facets of permaculture and design. Through my learning, 
I have also come to love teaching. 

I finally jumped in after reading and applying what I had learned and have since done 4 PDC’s 
followed by my Permaculture Teacher Trainer with Rosemary Morrow and Nick Ritar. I completed 
the Advanced Permaculture Design Principle workshop with David Holmgren, Advanced 
Permaculture Design with Dan Palmer and the Forest Garden Design Intensive with Dave Jacke 
as well as the REX10 online with Darren Doherty plus many more. I aspire to be as inspirational 
and effective as my teachers. 

I continue to do other courses to advance my knowledge and to increase the value which I may 
provide in both my teaching, projects and consultations. 

Session Times: Saturday 1st August 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm; AND Sunday 2nd August 2020,  

9:00am – 4:00pm 

Morning tea and lunch will be provided. 

Prices: $80 – Members / $100 – Non Members 

 

Permaculture Veggie Gardens & Compost Systems Workshop – 19th 
September 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Permaculture is a set of design principles centered on whole systems thinking, simulating, or 
directly utilizing the patterns and resilient features observed in natural ecosystems. It uses these 
principles in a growing number of fields from regenerative agriculture to your backyard organic 
vegetable garden. 

In this course you will learn the basic principles and practices that guide Permaculture Design. 
There are many factors that affect the productivity of our vegetable gardens including the sun, 
wind and rain.Localised climates and temperatures can also have a significant impact on the 
success of a vegetable garden. 

Learn how to effectively read the landscape and incorporate the forces of nature to work with your 
garden, rather than against it. 

How do we efficiently design a vegetable garden? Why do we build soil? What is the easiest way 
to create a garden with little effort? How and where should I position my garden beds? These are 
all the type of questions that will be answered during this workshop. 



We will also look at how to set up your own backyard composting system as well as where this 
should be positioned. We will look at what you can and can’t put in your compost, and how to 
maintain your compost so that it is as healthy as it can be. 

About Your presenter: Aaron Mears  

Aaron Mears is a director of The Living Classroom Project and manager of 
Lulu’s Perch Permaculture Farm. 

He has grown food with Geoff Lawton in the Jordanian desert, with Shipibo 
natives in the Amazon and Peruvian locals in the Andes Mountains and 
has gained much experience. 

Aaron aims to spread his knowledge far and wide through his classes, 
online videos and consultancies. 

Aaron has also played a large part in successfully guiding our Junior Landcare children in creating 
their very own amazing vegetable garden here at our Landcare office. 

Session Time: Saturday 19th September 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm; AND 

Morning tea and lunch will be provided. 

Location: Gympie & District Landcare Conference Room – 5 Groves Rd, Araluen QLD 4570 

Prices: $80 – Members / $100 – Non Members 

“Birds In Our Lives” Ornithology Workshop – 17th 
October 2020, 9:00am – 4:00pm 

Birds have influenced man’s culture, religious  beliefs, & daily life 
since the earliest of times. “Birds in our Lives” will take a look at a 
birds’ role in our Environment. 

Through this special presentation, we aim to provide an insight into 
this and other Avian aspects such as the effects European 
settlement has had on our Birds. While some species have adapted 
quite well to such settlement, others have not fared so well. 

We will also look at an outline of the various local bird groups, 
their identification, and how to “Bird watch”, a pastime that has 
proven to be very relaxing. 

Last of all, and more importantly for us and our future generations, 
attracting birds to properties, for often overlooked is the pleasure 
& soothing aspect of actually having birds as companions in our 
daily lives. 

 

About Your Presenter: Cooloola Nature – Kelvin & Amelia Nielsen  

https://livingclassroom.com.au/


Cooloola Nature is a “Not for Profit” Entity operating in the Field of Environmental Education. 

Kelvin was a founding member of the Gympie & District Field Naturalist Club in 1968. He assisted 
in the compilation of the original Australian Bird Atlas & later updates, and compiled the 
original Gympie City Bird List in association with Gympie & District Field Naturalists. 

With his wife Amelia, Kelvin formed Cooloola Nature in 1999 from a lifelong 
interest in Nature and the Environment, and a desire to use their experience 
gained with the collation of data for various organisations and private 
landowners in undertaking Environmental Education activities for youth and 
the general public. 

Kelvin and Amelia have assisted with the establishment of the original Tin Can 
Bay Foreshore Bird Walk and are dedicated to the promotion of Avi-tourism as 
a sustainable sector of Eco-tourism. 

Cooloola Nature also conduct Fauna Surveys for nature research, Department 
of Natural Resources, Forestry and National Parks Authorities as well as 

Landcare groups and rural landholders. 

They also provide a range of environmental education including through environmental festivals 
and rural shows, libraries, field days and their own nature talk series on a local radio station! 

Session Time: Saturday 17th October 2020,  9.00am – 4.00pm. 

Location: Gympie & District Landcare Group Conference Room – 5 Groves Rd, Araluen QLD 4570 

Prices: $80 – Members / $100 – Non Members 

What’s Been Happening in Bio-Control? 

Early this month we travelled 130 kilometers around the Gympie Region 
checking on our little bio-control bugs and beetles.  Even though the cold 
weather is here, we found all life cycles of our Tingid bugs, jewel beetles and 
madeira beetles – from eggs to larvae to even adults! 

Nina, Nathan, Anne, Corinne, and I were armed with our usual insect 
monitoring equipment – our GPS unit, soil testing kit, notebook computer and 
our weather monitor just to name a few.  After all data was collected, Nathan 
happily cleaned up sites where rubbish was left behind. 

Back at the Landcare facility we are always trying to find insecticide and pesticide free options.  
After another outbreak of mealybugs, we decided to test the edible plant Okra.  The mealybugs 
found Okra more appealing then our cats claw creeper keeping our plants healthy for our insects. 

Our composting worms arrived and have now been placed in 
their new homes.  When checking the internal temperature of 
the worm farm, we discovered some worms were trying to 
escape! We have since discovered that this is usually what 
happens when you over-water the worm farm.  A moist worm 
farm is important, but over-watering will kill the worms.  Over-
feeding can also cause worm loss, so it is best to feed in 
small portions and only feed again after the worms have finished their last meal. 
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We are hoping that our worms will be available for sale to the public 
around September of this year. 

Yvonne Hennell – Bio-control Manager 

 

 

Library Books Available for Loan to Members 
 
Did you know that we have a comprehensive range of library books that 
are available for loan?  
 
Members of Gympie & District Landcare Group Inc. have full access to 
our library, so come in and enjoy a few hours in our library or take a 
book on loan for 2 weeks. 
(maximum of 3 books at any given time). 
 
Please note that our library is located in the Nursery Retail Area. 
Our full list of available library books and a copy of our Library Lending 
Policy can be found on our website.  

 
Fundraising for Gympie Landcare – Drakes Key Tags 
 

Did you know that when you shop at Drakes in the old “IGA complex” 
and show them one of our Gympie & District Landcare Group key tags, 
1% of your total bill is donated towards our organisation?  
 

By using your tag every time, you shop, you’re actually fundraising for our organisation! 
 

If you do not have a Drakes key tag currently, please contact our office on (07)5483 8866 or email 
admin-assistant@gympielandcare.org.au and we will provide one for you to pick up from our 
office. 

 
Conference Room Now Available for Hire 

The Community and Gympie Landcare members are 
welcome to hire our Conference Room facility. Our 
meeting room includes air-conditioning, tables, chairs, a 
projector, screen, whiteboard and kitchen facilities. The 
venue can seat 30 people configured in cinema style. 

Occasional use – from 1st July 2020 

1 Hour (minimum 2 hours) – $25.00 

Half day (4 hours) – $55.00 

Full day (8 hours) – $95.00 

Costs for regular use of our venue by clubs or groups will be determined on request. 

Please contact our office on (07) 5483 8866 to obtain a copy of our Terms & Conditions, as well as 
a Booking Form.  
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Find Us on Facebook! 
 

Here at Gympie & District Landcare Group Incorporated, we recognise that social media is 
becoming one of the most effective sources of communication and a fantastic way to get our name 
out there and increase our exposure! 
Not only is it a means for communication, but it creates an additional platform to keep our 
community aware of upcoming events and provides further opportunity to provide the community 
with helpful tips in relation to land care. 
 

We would love to see our Facebook follower base increase and encourage all of our members to 
“follow us” on Facebook. 
If you have a Facebook account, go to our Facebook page and hit the “like” button to follow our 
posts. 
 

Don’t forget to like and share our posts on our page to assist us in gaining 
further exposure in our local area! 
 

Our Containers for Change Drop-Off Depot is Now Open 

  

Did you know that by returning your containers at the Gympie 
Landcare Nursery, our organisation receives a 1.5 cent donation for 
EVERY container that you return – and this doesn’t even come off 
your refund! 

We use these funds to support our Junior Landcare Program, aimed 
at inspiring and educating young people in the Gympie region to 
practice sustainable regenerative land management practices and 
environmental sustainability. 

How Does It Work?  

Bring in your recycled containers and pop them into the designated 
purple bins. All funds from the containers in the bins are donated to Gympie Landcare.   

If you would like to claim your own change for the containers, you must use and fill your own multi-
use plastic bag, before printing and sticking your label on the front and placing in the cage-bin 
provided. 

Please note: We do not give cash for container exchanges as we are an ‘Express Depot’. Return-
It Queensland will deposit all funds directly to the bank account that you have nominated upon 
creating your Containers for Change account. For all enquiries relating directly to containers or 
refund amounts, please contact Return-It directly on (07) 3390 1377. 

Labels are sourced from the ‘Return It’ kiosk – we have instructions available if you need any 
help.  

If you would like to donate the funds from your entire bag of containers to Gympie 
Landcare, all you need to do is provide our code for the sticker: C10161523 

Did you know that when you donate your container funds to our organisation, we receive a total of 
11.5 cents per eligible container! 

For more information on the Containers for Change scheme, please visit 
www.containersforchange.com.au  

 

OPENING HOURS:   

Wednesday – Friday: 8.30am – 3.30pm / Saturdays 9:00am to 1:00pm  



Saturdays: 9.00am – 1.00pm 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY HOURS: 

Our Containers for Change drop off point is closed on all standard Queensland public holidays. 
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